
Not All Firewood is Created Equal
If you heat your house with a wood stove or
wood furnace in the winter, here are some
important things to know before lighting just any
old wood. 

Different species of trees provide different
amounts of heat. Look for the heaviest or
densest firewood per unit volume. The best
woods would be oak, hickory and black
locust. Yellow-poplar, silver and red maple
are not as dense and will provide much less
heat. 
Seasoned wood refers to wood that has
been given the time for some or all of that
water to evaporate. It usually takes between
six and 12 months for wood to cure. If you
burn it too soon, when it’s still green, most
of the heat generated will go into
evaporating that water, rather than heating
your room. 
Burning unseasoned wood can also be
dangerous. Generated smoldering fire can
cause a creosote buildup in your chimney.
Over time, that buildup can lead to a
chimney fire. 

If you’re seasoning your own wood, cut it first to
a length that fits your fireplace, remove the
bark, and split the logs for faster drying. Stack 
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Registration now open for the 2026 Kentucky
Fruit and Vegetable Conference! 

January 12-13, 2026 
Sloan Convention Center

Bowling Green, KY

Over 20 sessions on fruit, vegetable, and cut
flower production, handling, harvesting,
marketing, storage, and related topics.

For more information about the conference,
registration, or scholarships, email

events@kyhortcouncil.org.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkentuckyhorticulturecouncil.ticketspice.com%2F2026kyfvattendee&data=05%7C02%7CTracie.Goodman%40UKY.EDU%7C1f168882105b4646719d08de17fba05a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638974566697035953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rI1xa9ywITvkVHldL3YIxUQNLMce9XE6XjDOuJxY4YA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkentuckyhorticulturecouncil.ticketspice.com%2F2026kyfvattendee&data=05%7C02%7CTracie.Goodman%40UKY.EDU%7C1f168882105b4646719d08de17fba05a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638974566697035953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rI1xa9ywITvkVHldL3YIxUQNLMce9XE6XjDOuJxY4YA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ihg.com%2Fholidayinn%2Fhotels%2Fus%2Fen%2Ffind-hotels%2Fselect-roomrate%3FfromRedirect%3Dtrue%26qSrt%3DsBR%26qIta%3D99801505%26icdv%3D99801505%26qSlH%3DBWGWT%26qCiD%3D11%26qCiMy%3D002026%26qCoD%3D13%26qCoMy%3D002026%26qGrpCd%3DKFV%26setPMCookies%3Dtrue%26qSHBrC%3DHI%26qDest%3D1021%2520Wilkinson%2520Trace%2C%2520Bowling%2520Green%2C%2520KY%2C%2520US%26srb_u%3D1%26qRmFltr%3D&data=05%7C02%7CTracie.Goodman%40UKY.EDU%7C1f168882105b4646719d08de17fba05a%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638974566697048955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cL73yJo634zRQEmF8kce%2B2JfrIKliL58tjPOho74trE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:events@kyhortcouncil.org


Master Cattlemen Program
Dec 1 , 6pmst

Dec 8 , 6pmth

 
Library Lunch Program:

Thrifty Holiday Meals
Dec 9 , 12pm @ MCPLth

McCreary Cattlemen’s Association
Christmas Dinner

Dec 9 , 6pmth

Extension Offices are closed statewide
Dec 24  2025- Jan 2  2026.th, nd,

Agent will be out of the office
Dec 3 - 5  for training.rd th

Call 606-376-2524 or email
mccreary.ext@uky.edu for 

assistance.

it off the ground in an open area with good
airflow. Wood that has been properly seasoned
has a gray, weathered appearance and large
cracks in the ends of the logs. Even if you’ve
bought seasoned wood, storing it correctly—
stacked off the ground and covered with a tarp
to protect it from rain—will prevent the wood
from reabsorbing water. 
Be aware, too, of unwanted visitors that can
hitch a ride on your firewood. Buy firewood
near the location where you plan to burn it.
Moving infected firewood long distances
(especially ash) can spread invasive species,
such as the emerald ash borer, a destructive
species that originated in Asia. 

Source: Laurie Thomas, University of Kentucky
extension forester at Martin-Gatton College of
Agriculture, Food and Environment 

 
For more information on firewood efficiency,
contact the McCreary County Extension
Service. 
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Ingredients:
 1 wild duck, cleaned
 1 unpeeled apple, cut in half
 3 to 4 cups water
 1/8 teaspoon salt
 1/8 teaspoon pepper
 4 large potatoes, diced
 3 carrots, peeled and sliced
 1 large onion, diced
 2 teaspoons ground sage

Duck and Potatoes Check out planeatmove.com for
more Cook Wild Ky recipes!

Monitor body condition and
increase feed, if needed, for all
classes of cattle. 
Be especially mindful of cold, wet
conditions and increase energy
availability.
 
Consider putting down geotextile
fabric and covering with gravel in
feeding areas before you begin
hay feeding to minimize waste of
expensive hay. 

CATTLEMEN’S CORNER
WINTER TIPS

Directions:
Place whole duck and apple in a 5-quart kettle with 3 to 4 cups
of water. Cover. Boil for 30 minutes. Place duck in 15×10 baking
dish, add 2 cups liquid from boiled duck. Season with salt and
pepper. Cover. Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for 45 minutes.
Add potatoes, carrots, onion, and sage. Bake 45 minutes to 1
hour longer or until duck and potatoes are tender. (The internal
temperature of the duck should reach 165 degrees Fahrenheit at
the leg joint.) If necessary, add water to keep liquid on duck and
potatoes.

Nutrition facts per serving: 600 calories; 29g total
fat; 10g saturated fat; 0g trans fat; 150mg
cholesterol; 190mg sodium; 46g carbohydrate; 6g
fiber; 7g sugar; 38g protein; 0% Daily Value of
Vitamin D; 4% Daily Value of Calcium; 60% Daily
Value of Iron; 30% Potassium

https://www.planeatmove.com/


McCreary County Extension Office
PO Box 278

Whitley City, KY 42653
606-376-2524

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

4-H & KEHA 
FOOD DRIVE

McCreary County 4-H and the
McCreary County Homemakers

Association collected more than 237
canned goods and 275 additional

nonperishable items, including baby
formula. These donations were

delivered to local blessing boxes and
the McCreary Christian Care Center

for distribution within the
community.

THANK YOU to everyone who
contributed—your generosity helped
fill both tables and hearts during a

season of need.

‘Tis the Season


